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PROPOSAL 

UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN FORUM 
HUMAN RIGHTS & FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 
Program on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives at the University of Jordan
OBJECTIVE: Implement a multidisciplinary program at the University of Jordan for Study, Research and Engagement on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief with the World Programme for Human Rights Education (2010-2014) Second Phase Action Plan for Higher Education.* 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Academic Schools, Departments and Institutes, Governments and Civil Society and Keynote Speakers in this Forum Proposal have not been approached or asked for an endorsement. The Tandem Project, as a follow-up to UN Universal Periodic Reviews & Freedom of Religion or Belief, proposes academic forum’s be held by diverse universities and colleges worldwide, on ways to implement the UN World Programme for Human Rights Education Second Phase (2010-2014) for Higher Education in tandem with international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tandem Project invites HRH Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad and HRH Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan to be Keynote Speakers for a University of Jordan Forum - Human Rights & Freedom of Religion or Belief. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad is a Professor of Islamic Studies at the University of Jordan. In 2011 he introduced to the UN General Assembly Resolution A/65/L.5, World Interfaith Harmony Week, as a Special Envoy to King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein of Jordan. King Abdullah II introduced the reasoning behind this resolution to the UN General Assembly on September 23rd, 2010. The subject of tolerance and combating discrimination resembles UN General Assembly Resolution 66/167, Combating All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, in the 66th session, the following year, originally introduced in the UN Human Rights Council by Pakistan adopted by consensus. 

The proposed Keynote Speakers are distinguished world leaders in interfaith, intercultural dialogue. The Tandem Project respectfully invites them to give consideration to the proposed University of Jordan Forum – Human Rights & Freedom of Religion or Belief, under the UN World Programme for Human Rights Education, Higher Education, Phase 2 (2010-2014). 

King Abdullah II in his address to the UN General Assembly for a World Interfaith Harmony Week was quoted in the Amman Message: “Based on the fatwas provided by these great scholars (who included the Shaykh Al-Azhar; Ayatollah Sistani and Sheikh Qaradawi), in July 2005 CE, H.M. King Abdullah II convened an international Islamic conference of 200 of the world's leading Islamic scholars 'Ulama) from 50 countries. In Amman, the scholars unanimously issued a ruling on three fundamental issues (which became known as the 'Three Points of the Amman Message')”
Differences between international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief and Islamic law seem like a vast bridge to cross. UN Resolutions A/65/L.5 and 66/167 however may provide the greatest opportunity in fifty years since the 1962 UN General Assembly decision not to prepare a core human rights treaty on religious intolerance, as it did racial intolerance, to resolve these seemingly intractable and sensitive issues through a Program on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives at the University of Jordan. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSED AGENDA

The purpose of the Forum proposal is to raise awareness and understanding of the complex and sensitive challenge facing the UN mandate to promote and protect the equal rights of all persons to freedom of religion or belief. 
Article 18 protects theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief; General Comment 22 on Article 18 ICCPR, UN Human Rights Committee, 1993. 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief of his choice; Article 18, UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966     

No one shall be subject to discrimination by any State, institution, group of persons or person on the grounds of religion or other beliefs; Article 2, UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 1981    

In 1968 the UN deferred work on a convention on religious intolerance as too complicated and politically sensitive. The Tandem Project believes until legally-binding human rights treaty, a Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief, is adopted, international human rights law will be incomplete.

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
World Programme for Human Rights Education Phase 2 (2010-2014) 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/secondphase.htm
UN Human Rights Education Database
http://hre.ohchr.org/hret/ProgrammeList01.aspx?lng=en
Keynote Speaker 
(Proposed)
HRH Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad

Jordan 
From the Wikipedia Website

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Ghazi_bin_Muhammad
On September 23, 2010, King Abdullah II of Jordan proposed a World Interfaith Harmony Week to the UN General Assembly. On October 20, 2010, Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, Personal Envoy and Special Advisor of the King of Jordan, presented the proposal – having conceived and written the draft resolution before the UN General Assembly 34th plenary meeting in New York where it was adopted unanimously. His speech was a powerful call to those who love God and love the neighbor, or the Good and the neighbor, to coordinate and concentrate their activities in a more effective way.

The misuse or abuse of religions can thus be a cause of world strife, whereas religions should be a great foundation for facilitating world peace. The remedy for this problem can only come from the world’s religions themselves. Religions must be part of the solution, not part of the problem.[9]
The World Interfaith Harmony Week will fall on the first week of February every year. Its purpose is the promotion of interfaith harmony between religious and spiritual congregations the world over: video clip
Keynote Speaker 
(Proposed)
HRH Prince Hassan bin Talal

Jordan

From the Wikipedia Website
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince_Hassan_bin_Talal
The 2008 Abraham Geiger Award was conferred upon HRH Prince Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, as a voice for global sustainability, reconciliation and interreligious understanding. HRH received the 2008 Abraham Geiger Award in commemoration of the liberal thinker of Judaism, Abraham Geiger (1810–1874). The award ceremony was held in Berlin on 4 March 2008. Prince Hassan follows in the footsteps of Cardinal Karl Lehmann, Alfred Grosser, Emil Fackenheim and Susannah Heschel, past recipients of the Award.[8]  "Honoring the President Emeritus of the World Conference of Religions for Peace underlines Prince Hassan's courage in defending pluralism, promoting understanding among different cultures and enhancing dialogue between Jews, Muslims and Christians. The Prince's efforts to promote understanding between the Islamic and Western Worlds are crucial at a time when we seem to be drifting apart, with perceived differences appearing to overwhelm the many things we have in common, both culturally and religiously.[8]
 OPENING QUESTION 

Addressed by Keynote Speakers
Can a program be implemented on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief for Study, Research and Engagement from Multidisciplinary Perspectives at the University of Jordan, looking beyond the classroom and the higher-education institution to civil society; building partnerships between different members of the academic community and the community beyond? What are the benefits and obstacles?

___________________________________________________________________________________

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
 Response to the Question
Academic Faculty Invitation List

Proposed by: Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad

Governments & Civil Society Invitation List
Proposed by: Prince Hassan bin Talal

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

World Programme for Human Rights Education (2010-2014) Second Phase Action Plan for Higher Education * 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/secondphase.htm
Draft plan of action for the second phase (2010-2014) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education (A/HRC/15/28): U.N. Human Rights Council 
(b) Teaching and learning processes and tools
27. Introducing or improving human rights education in the higher education system requires adopting a holistic approach to teaching and learning, by integrating programme objectives and content, resources, methodologies, assessment and evaluation; by looking beyond the classroom and the higher-education institution to society; and by building partnerships between different members of the academic community and beyond. 
(v) Develop multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary human rights academic programmes. 20
20 Multidisciplinary programmes would include the study, research and engagement with human rights from different disciplinary perspectives, such as philosophy, sociology, languages, international and domestic law, etc. Interdisciplinary programmes would entail the crossing of boundaries between disciplines and the pooling of approaches and methodologies to study, research and engage with human rights with a new integrated perspective.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

There can be no adequate understanding of the most important issues we face when disciplines are cloistered from one another and operate on their own premises. It would be far more effective to bring together people working on questions of religion, politics, history, economics, anthropology, sociology, literature, art, religion and philosophy to engage in comparative analysis of common problems. As the curriculum is restructured, fields of inquiry and methods of investigation will be transformed. 

End of the University as We Know It – Collaboration Rather than Specialization, New York Times Op-Ed, April 29, 2007, Mark C. Taylor, Chairman of the Religion Department, Columbia University, New York. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN
http://www.ju.edu.jo/home.aspx
From the: University of Jordan Website

The University of Jordan is both a modern as well as old institution of Higher Education in Jordan. Established in 1962, the University has, since then, applied itself to the advancement of knowledge no less than to its dissemination. In its capacity as a comprehensive teaching, research and community-service institution, the University of Jordan enables its students to choose from a wide range of programs- more than 3500 different courses are offered by some 18 faculties.
Many current and former staff members head important academic, administrative, and political establishments in the Kingdom; many have served as ministers in a number of government cabinets, top advisers to the Jordanian leadership, members of Parliament, and presidents of Jordanian public and private universities. Among its more than 1086 faculty members are freelance writers in the national newspapers and magazines as well as consultants for the radio and TV. Stations, poets, novelists, short-story writers and literary critics; many have also offered their services to some neighboring Arab and Muslim countries, and many teach or have taught at a number of prestigious universities all over the world. Most faculty members are active participants in conferences, workshops, and symposia abroad; and most take advantage of the various research and exchange awards. Given the global outlook, the progressive thinking and diverse background, these faculty members shoulder the responsibility of delivering a quality education to the 38,000 students who are pursuing a wide variety of undergraduate and graduate programs.
At the undergraduate level, students have the choice to select from among 63 different programs in the Arts, Business Administration, Science, Shari'a (Islamic Studies), Medicine, Nursing, Agriculture, Educational Sciences, Engineering and Technology, Law, Physical Education, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Humanities and Social Sciences, Rehabilitation Sciences, Information Technology and, most recently, Arts and Design. For those interested in graduate education, the University offers 30 doctoral programs, 81 Master's programs, 16 programs in Higher Specialization in Medicine, one program in Higher Specialization in Dentistry, 3 Professional Diploma Programs, and 6 interdisciplinary Master's programs across the wide spectrum of academic disciplines.
From an international perspective, the University offers 63 international programs at the undergraduate level, and 130 international programs at the graduate level and in all fields of specializations. All programs offered by the University combine traditional academic lecturing with the more liberal methodologies of instruction which are based on dialogue, research and creative thinking. Theoretical instruction is further assisted with interactive multimedia teaching techniques and computer-based instructional materials to support, and eventually discard, traditional teaching methodologies. Field work, practical training, and applied research are essential components of most of the programs offered by the University. For some time, UJ has been introducing and implementing the principles of Total Quality Management (TQM). With respect to Information Technologies, UJ is very well-positioned.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
GOVERNMENTS & CIVIL SOCIETY

AMMAN

From: The Amman Message Website

http://www.ammanmessage.com/
The Amman Message started as a detailed statement released the eve of the 27th of Ramadan 1425 AH / 9th November 2004 CE by H.M. King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein in Amman, Jordan. It sought to declare what Islam is and what it is not, and what actions represent it and what actions do not. Its goal was to clarify to the modern world the true nature of Islam and the nature of true Islam.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

From: A Common Word Website 

http://www.acommonword.com/
HRH PRINCE GHAZI BIN MOHAMMED SPEECH TO UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Excerpt 
Mr. President, 
I have the honour to introduce, on behalf of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 29 other co-sponsors Albania, Azerbaijan; Bahrain; Bangladesh; Costa Rica; the Dominican Republic; Egypt; El Salvador; Georgia; Guatemala; Guyana; Honduras; Kazakhstan; Kuwait; Liberia; Libya; Mauritius; Morocco; Oman; Paraguay; Qatar; the Russian Federation; Saudi Arabia; Tanzania; Tunisia; Turkey; the United Arab Emirates; Uruguay and Yemen, the draft resolution A/65/L5: World Faith Harmony Week.  
Allow me to explain in brief the reasoning behind this resolution which was launched by H.M. King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein before the United Nations General Assembly on September 23rd 2010.

As this august assembly is well aware, our world is rife with religious tension and, sadly, mistrust, dislike and hatred. These religious tensions can easily erupt into communal violence. They also facilitate the demonizing of the other which in turn predisposes public opinion to support war against peoples of other religions. Thus, for example, according to the results of the 2008 Gallup Poll one of the largest international religious surveys in history 53% of Westerners have ‘unfavorable’ or ‘very unfavorable’ opinions of Muslims and 30% of Muslims polled worldwide hold negative views of Christians.

The misuse or abuse of religions can thus be a cause of world strife, whereas religions should be a great foundation for facilitating world peace. The remedy for this problem can only come from the world’s religions themselves. Religions must be part of the solution, not part of the problem. Much good work has already been done towards this starting really with the Second Vatican Council from 1962-1965 by hundreds of intra-faith and interfaith groups all over the world and of all religions. Yet the forces inciting inter-religious tensions (notable among them being religious fundamentalisms of various kinds) are better organized, more experienced, better coordinated, more motivated and more ruthless. They have more stratagems, more institutes, more money and more power and garner more publicity such that they by far outweigh all the positive work done by the various interfaith initiatives. The sad proof of this is that religious tensions are on the rise, not on the decline.
In summary, then, I very humbly ask the member states of the United Nations General Assembly to adopt the proposed draft resolution for the World Interfaith Harmony Week, noting that it excludes no individual, compromises no one, commits no one, forces no one, harms no one, costs nothing, and on the contrary includes everyone, celebrates everyone, benefits everyone, unites everyone and has the potential to bring much needed Peace and Harmony to the entire world in sha Allah. Thank-you Mr. President.

Draft Resolution A/65/L5 Sixty-fifth Session World Interfaith Harmony Week The General Assembly, Recalling its resolutions 53/243 of 6 October 1999 on the declaration and program of action relating to a culture of peace; 57/6 of November 2002 concerning the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence; 58/128 of 19 December 2003 on the promotion of religious and cultural understanding, harmony and cooperation; 64/164 of 18 December 2009 on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief; 64/81 of 7 December 2009 on the promotion of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace, and 64/14 of 10 November 2009 on the Alliance of Civilizations; Recognizing the imperative need for dialogue among different faiths and religions in enhancing mutual understanding, harmony and cooperation among people; Recalling with appreciation various global, regional and sub-regional initiatives on mutual understanding and interfaith harmony including, inter alia, the Tripartite Forum for Interfaith Cooperation for Peace, and the ‘A Common Word’, Recognizing that the moral imperatives of all religions, convictions, and beliefs call for peace, tolerance, and mutual understanding: 
1. Reaffirms that mutual understanding and interreligious dialogue constitute important dimensions of a culture of peace; 2. Proclaims the first week of February of every year the World Interfaith Harmony Week between all religions, faiths and beliefs; 3. Encourages all States to support, on a voluntary basis, the spread of the message of interfaith harmony and goodwill in the world’s Churches, Mosques, Synagogues, Temples and other places of Worship during that week based on Love of God and Love of the Neighbor, or based on Love of the Good and Love of the Neighbor, each according to their own religious traditions or convictions; 4. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the General Assembly informed of the implementation of the present resolution.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND

The warning signs are clear: unless we establish a genuine dialogue within and among all kinds of belief, ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism, the conflicts of the future will probably be even more deadly. – Mark C. Taylor, New York Times Op Ed, 21 December 2006

1961: UN General Assembly adopted a resolution asking the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the UN Human Rights Commission to prepare legally-binding international human rights convention on religious intolerance.  It was deferred by religious and diplomatic leaders because of its complexity and political sensitivity. History: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm
1984: The Tandem Project since 1984 has participated in dialogue and discussions on how to implement International Human Rights Instruments at a local level. A Tandem Project co- founder was the  delegate of the World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) to the Seminar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Tolerance and Respect in Matters Relating to Freedom of Religion or Belief (1984) ST/HR/SER.A/16, Geneva: United Nations.

2011: UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 66/167 by consensus to combat such intolerance.  It is the best hope in fifty years to reconcile issues and divergent views on human rights and freedom of religion or belief, assimilation and multiculturalism.  The Resolution calls for an open public debate of ideas and strengthened global dialogue at all levels to implement the Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance and Peace Based on Religion or Belief.
United Nations Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance & Peace Based on Religion or Belief
Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons, based on religion or belief
________________________________________________________________________________

THE UNITED NATIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL & GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Introduced by Pakistan on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) adopted by consensus without a vote. - Resolution A/HRC/16/18/L.38, Geneva, March 24 2011

Recognizes that the open public debate of ideas, as well as interfaith and intercultural dialogue at the local, national and international levels can be among the best protections against religious intolerance, and can play a positive role in strengthening democracy and combating religious hatred, and convinced that a continuing dialogue on these issues can help overcome existing misperceptions. 

Calls for strengthened international efforts to foster a global dialogue for the promotion of a culture of tolerance and peace at all levels, based on respect for human rights and diversity of religions and beliefs, and decides to convene a panel discussion on this issue at its seventeenth session within existing resources.
Pakistan (on behalf of the OIC) Mr. Zamir Akram [image: image1.png]


[English] 10 minutes Saudi Arabia Mr. Ahmed Suleiman Ibrahim Alaquil [image: image2.png]


[English] [Arabic] 1 minute Norway Ms. Beate Stirø [image: image3.png]


[English] 2 minutes United States of America Mr. Eileen Chamberlain Donahoe [image: image4.png]


[English] 5 minutes Hungary (on behalf of the European Union) Mr. András Dékány [image: image5.png]


[English] 3 minutes

UN Human Rights Council Panel Statements, Resolution A-HRC-16-18, 2010 General Assembly Third Committee Actions
Introduced by United Arab Emirates on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) adopted by consensus without a vote – Resolution A/C.3/66/L.47, New York, 15 November 2011

UN Third Committee Press Release - Resolution L.47 Adopted by Consensus 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/C.3/66/L.47/Rev.1
The Resolution identified as A/RES/66/167 by the General Assembly welcomes the establishment of the “King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural dialogue in Vienna, initiated by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia on the basis of purposes and principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and acknowledging the important role that this Centre is expected to play as a platform for the enhancement of interreligious and intercultural dialogue.” - King Abdulaziz Dialogue Center – Vienna http://www.kacnd.org/eng/
_____________________________________________________________________________

REPORTS & DAILY NEWS, UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
· 1948: UN General Assembly as of: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm
· 1986: First International NGO Conference: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf
· 2000: UN General Assembly adopts term for the mandate: 1998 UN Conference Report
US Department of State International Religious Freedom Report -2011
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#wrapper
Religion and Law Consortium - Daily news   
http://www.religlaw.org/headline.php?pageId=20
UPR-info is an NGO with information and statistics on Universal Periodic Reviews, www.UPR-info.org. Statistics: www.upr-info.org/database/statistics/ Statistics first UPR cycle: 198 countries 12 UPR sessions 21,354 Recommendations. 30 Ranked Issues, Freedom of Religion and Belief ranked 29. There were 425 Recommendations or 1.99% of 21,354. Freedom of Religion and Belief is an issue that is not often raised within the context of the Universal Periodic Review. Early returns from the UPR second Cycle are the same, a low return on the issue of freedom of religion or belief. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
ISSUES & CHALLENGES 
Anders Behring Breivik is the ethnic Norwegian perpetrator of the most horrific acts of terrorism in Norway since WW II. In an opinion page article in the New York Times, 31 July 2011, by Thomas Hegghammer, Senior Research Fellow of the Norwegian Defense Research Establishment, Breivik is quoted as saying he is “extremely proud of his Odinistic/Norse heritage and while he is Christian admits ‘I’m not a very religious person.’ “While Breivik’s violent acts are exceptional, his anti-Islamic views are not. His goal is to reverse what he views as the Islamization of Western Europe.” 

Assimilation’s Failure, Terrorism’s Rise
Discussion at Augsburg with Kjell-Magne Bondevik
_____________________________________________________________________________________

BEST PRACTICE MODEL 

Minnesota Fifth District Congressman Keith Ellison, the first Muslim elected to the United States Congress, and University of Minnesota officials attended the opening of the Islamic Law and Human Rights program at the University of Minnesota Law School and Human Rights Center on Feb. 4, 2011.
http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/center/IHRP-Press_Release_Feb%204.pdf
The proposed program is delayed but appropriate as a best practice model if launched for an open public debate of ideas as well as local interfaith, multicultural dialogue as called for by UN General Assembly Resolution 66/167. 

United Nations Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance & Peace Based on Religion or Belief
The Islamic Law and Human Rights program currently is not part of the proposal for a University of Minnesota Forum but can be added if the proposed Forum and Human Rights program move forward. The Tandem Project Forum Proposals encourage universities and colleges worldwide to consider a UN World Programme on Freedom of Religion or Belief, to raise awareness and understanding of international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. The UN General Assembly 67th session requests a report by the UN Secretary-General on the UN Member States response to Resolution 66/167.  This will be preceded by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights report in September 2012. The Tandem Project will write local reports to the UN on 66/167.  Michael Roan: The Tandem Project, mroan@tandemproject.com. 

Encourages all States to consider providing updates on efforts made in this regard as part of ongoing reporting to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and requests in this respect the High Commissioner for Human Rights to include those updates in her reports to the Human Rights Council;  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session a report on steps taken by States to combat intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons, based on religion or belief, as set forth in the present resolution. -  General Assembly Resolution 66/167
__________________________________________________________________________________

SEPARATION OF RELIGION OR BELIEF AND STATE

 SOROBAS
www.sorobas.com
Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief and freedom, either alone or in community with others, and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance. - Article 18, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966. 
Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS is a term used by The Tandem Project to express the core principles of international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. The term has a long history with diverse interpretations: Separation of Church and State. 

Modern technology, communications and travel provide new learning opportunities to build respect and tolerance for diversity of religion or belief and for each other. The balance between assimilation and multiculturalism is a great challenge for our age. Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS brings separation of church and state, separation of synagogue and state, separation of mosque and state, separation of temple and state, and separation of other sacred places and associations and state, together under an umbrella term of respect for each other and international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. 

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. Separation of Religion or Belief and State - SOROBAS will create opportunities for inclusive and genuine human rights education on freedom of religion or belief. 

The Tandem Project call  is for academic, human rights and civil society activists who may wish to pursue multidisciplinary programs, issues, studies or papers, for example on SOROBAS – Separation of Religion or Belief and State, as practical support for an international legally-binding human rights treaty.  


SOROBAS – Site Map
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTIONS

The Tandem Project

The First Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads: Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding. 

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. This is a challenge. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. For civil society increased participation would create opportunities for education on inclusive and genuine approaches to human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

In 1968 the United Nations deferred passage of a legally-binding convention on religious intolerance saying it was too complicated and sensitive. Instead, they adopted a non-binding declaration on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief. While very worthwhile, the declaration does not carry the force and commitment of a legally-binding international human rights convention on freedom of religion or belief. 

Religions and other beliefs historically have been used to justify wars and settle disputes. This is more dangerous today as the possible use of nuclear and biological weapons of mass destruction increases. Governments need to consider whether religions and other beliefs trump human rights or human rights trump religions and other beliefs or neither trumps the other. Can international human rights law help to stop the advance and use of such weapons in the face of this historic truth? 

· QUESTION: Weapons of mass destruction as history teaches are often legitimized for national security and justified by cultural, ethnic, religious or political ideology. The U.N. Review Conference on the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and studies on biological and cyber weapons demonstrate advances in science and technology is being used to increase their potential for mass destruction. The question is whether an International Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief, elevated and supported equally by the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. Security Council, would help offset the risk of weapons of mass destruction. Recognition of the need for synergy to balance rights and security is a foundation for solving this issue. 

“I am become death, the destroyer of worlds”

- Robert Oppenheimer, quote from the Bhagavad Gita after first atomic bomb, Trinity 1945.

The Tandem Project believes until a core legally-binding human rights Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief is adopted international human rights law will be incomplete. It may be time to begin to consider reinstating the 1968 Working Group to bring all matters relating to freedom of religion or belief; under one banner, a core international human rights legally-binding treaty. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Tandem Project a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity of religion or belief, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference material and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights- Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion – and the 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.
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