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_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Universal Periodic Review & Freedom of Religion or Belief raises awareness and understanding of the complex and sensitive challenge facing the UN mandate to promote and protect the equal rights of all persons to freedom of religion or belief.  

Article 18 protects theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief; General Comment 22 on Article 18 ICCPR, UN Human Rights Committee, 1993. 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or adopt a religion or belief of his choice; Article 18, UN International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966     

No one shall be subject to discrimination by any State, institution, group of persons or person on the grounds of religion or other beliefs; Article 2, UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 1981    

In 1968 the UN deferred work on a convention on religious intolerance as too complicated and politically sensitive. The Tandem Project believes until legally-binding human rights treaty, a Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief, is adopted, international human rights law will be incomplete.

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
__________________________________________________________________________________
UPR-info is an NGO with recommendations, a database and other information,  
http://www.upr-info.org/-Jordan-.html
UPR-info Recommendations on Freedom of Religion and Belief 
Malaysia: Share its experiences and good practices in promoting human rights and democratic ideas within Islam and eliminating negative references to adherents of other religions in its school curriculum and textbooks. Accepted.
Netherlands: Pursue the protection of those who convert to another religion according to international human rights standards. Accepted. Pending final adoption by the UN Human Rights Council, A/HRC/11/29. 
____________________________________________________________________________________

THE CONSTITUTION OF JORDAN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_Jordan
http://www.kinghussein.gov.jo/constitution_jo.html
_____________________________________________________________________________________

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

The UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/FreedomReligion/Pages/FreedomReligionIndex.aspx
U.S. Department of State 2011 International Religious Freedom Report
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#wrapper
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT 2011 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM REPORT

JORDAN
The constitution and other laws and policies provide for religious freedom and, in practice, the government generally respected religious freedom, with some exceptions. The government did not demonstrate a trend towards either improvement or deterioration in respect for and protection of the right to religious freedom. The constitution stipulates that the state religion is Islam, but provides for the freedom to practice the rites of one’s religion and faith in accordance with the customs that are observed in the kingdom, unless they violate public order or morality. The constitution notes that the king must be Muslim and the government accords primacy to Sharia (Islamic law). The constitution also stipulates that there shall be no discrimination in the rights and duties of citizens on grounds of religion; however, the government’s application of Islamic law infringes upon some of the religious freedoms laid out in the constitution. Members of unrecognized religious groups face legal discrimination. The government continued to monitor members of the Baha’i Faith, a few Muslim converts to Christianity, and some citizens and foreign residents suspected of proselytizing Muslims. In the case of converts, this sometimes included attempts by the government to induce them to convert back to Islam. Conversion from Islam is not permitted under Islamic law, and any such converts risk the loss of civil rights. Security services continued nonintrusive monitoring of Christian churches and leaders for security reasons; this was generally welcomed by Christians.

There were reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice. While relations between Muslims and Christians generally were peaceful, adherents of unrecognized religions and Muslims who converted to other religions faced societal discrimination and the threat of mental and physical abuse by their families, government officials, and at times community members.

The ambassador and other U.S. government officials discussed religious freedom with the government as part of active and ongoing efforts to promote human rights. In addition, the embassy supported a number of exchange and outreach programs that facilitated religious tolerance.
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Approximately 95 percent of the population is Sunni Muslim. Estimates of the number of Christian citizens vary from 1.5 to 3 percent of the population. Shia Muslims, Baha’i, and Druze constitute an estimated 2 percent of the population.

Officially recognized Christian denominations include the Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic (Melkite), Armenian Orthodox, Maronite Catholic, Assyrian, Coptic, Anglican, Lutheran, Seventh-day Adventist, and Presbyterian churches. Christian churches not officially recognized but registered as “societies” include the Free Evangelical Church, Nazarene Church, Assemblies of God, Christian and Missionary Alliance, and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons). Unrecognized Christian denominations not registered as “societies” include United Pentecostal and Jehovah’s Witnesses. There are Chaldean and Syriac Christians among the Iraqi refugee population, referred to as “guests” by the government. The Baptist Church is registered as a “denomination,” but does not enjoy the full privileges of other registered denominations in the country. The government does not recognize the Baha’i Faith as a religion.
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Legal/Policy Framework

The constitution and other laws and policies protect religious freedom and, in practice, the government generally respected religious freedom. The constitution provides for the freedom to practice the rites of one’s religion and faith in accordance with the customs that are observed in the kingdom, unless they violate public order or morality. The constitution further stipulates there shall be no discrimination in the rights and duties of citizens on grounds of religion; however, the constitution also notes the state religion is Islam and the king must be Muslim.

The constitution also provides that matters concerning personal status, such as religion, marriage, divorce, child custody, and inheritance, are under the exclusive jurisdiction of religious courts. Muslims are subject to the jurisdiction of Islamic law courts, which apply Islamic law adhering to the Hanafi school of Islamic jurisprudence, except in cases that are explicitly addressed by civil status legislation. Matters of personal status of non-Muslims whose religion is recognized by the government are under the jurisdiction of denomination-specific tribunals of religious communities, as outlined in the constitution. During the year, there were three tribunals, one each for Catholics, Greek Orthodox, and Anglicans, which oversaw their denominations’ respective religious courts. Members of Protestant denominations registered as “societies” must use the recognized Anglican tribunal. There are no tribunals for atheists or adherents of unrecognized religions, such as the Baha’i Faith. Such individuals must request that one of the recognized courts hear their personal status cases. There is no legal provision for civil marriage or divorce. Members of religious groups that have no legally recognized religious divorce sometimes converted to another Christian denomination or to Islam in order to divorce legally.

Islamic law governs all matters relating to family law involving Muslims or the children of a Muslim father. All citizens, including non-Muslims, are subject to Islamic legal provisions regarding inheritance if no equivalent inheritance guidelines are codified in their religion or if their religion does not have official state recognition. Minor children of male citizens who convert to Islam are considered Muslims. Adult children of a male who has converted to Islam become ineligible to inherit from their father if they do not also convert to Islam.

The head of the department that manages Islamic law court affairs (a cabinet-level position) appoints Islamic law judges, while each recognized non-Muslim religious community selects the structure and members of its own tribunal. All judicial nominations must be approved by the prime minister and commissioned officially by royal decree.

Neither the constitution, the penal code, nor civil legislation bans conversion from Islam or efforts to proselytize Muslims. However, the government prohibits conversion from Islam in that it accords primacy to Islamic law, which governs Muslims’ personal status and prohibits them from converting. This practice contradicts the constitution’s religious freedom provisions. The government freely allows conversion to Islam and from one recognized non-Islamic faith to another.

As the government does not allow conversion from Islam, it also does not recognize converts from Islam as falling under the jurisdiction of their new religious community’s laws in matters of personal status; rather, converts from Islam are still considered Muslims. In general under Islamic law, these converts are regarded as apostates, and any member of society may file an apostasy complaint against them. In cases decided by an Islamic law court, judges have annulled converts’ marriages, transferred child custody to a non-parent Muslim family member, conveyed an individual’s property rights to Muslim family members, deprived individuals of many civil rights, and declared non-Muslim minors as “wards of the state” and without any religious identity.

On January 21, 2009, the cabinet officially recognized the Council of Church Leaders as the government’s advisory body for all Christian affairs. The council consists of the heads of the country’s 11 officially recognized Christian churches and serves as an administrative body to facilitate official Christian matters, including the issuance of work permits, land permits, and marriage and birth certificates, in coordination with government ministries, departments, and institutions. Unrecognized Christian denominations, despite not having full membership on the council, also must conduct business with the government through the council. During the year, concerns continued over the council’s capacity to manage all Christian affairs effectively and fairly.

Christians have served regularly as cabinet ministers, and in October the king appointed five Christians to the upper house of parliament. Of the 120 seats of the lower house of parliament, nine are reserved for Christians. Christians are prohibited from running outside of these designated seats. No seats are reserved for adherents of other minority religious groups. The government classification of Druze as Muslims permits them to hold office.

The government traditionally reserves some positions in the upper levels of the military for Christians, anecdotally estimated at about 4 percent; however, all senior command positions are held by Muslims. Division-level commanders and above are required to lead Islamic prayer on certain occasions. While there were only Sunni Muslim chaplains in the armed forces, Christian and Shia Muslim members of the armed forces are not prohibited from practicing their religion.

The Press and Publications Law prohibits the publication of media items that slander or insult “founders of religion or prophets” or that are deemed contemptuous of “any of the religions whose freedom is protected by the constitution” and imposes a fine of up to 20,000 dinars ($28,000).

Religious institutions must be accorded official recognition through application to the prime minister’s office to own land and administer rites such as marriage. This requirement also would apply to schools administered by religious institutions. Some groups remain officially unrecognized.

In the case of Christian groups, the prime minister confers with the Council of Church Leaders on the registration and recommendation of new churches. The government also refers to the following criteria when considering recognition of Christian churches: the group must not contradict the nature of the constitution, public ethics, customs, or traditions; the Middle East Council of Churches must recognize it; the faith must not oppose the national religion; and the group must include some citizens of the country.

The Ministry of Awqaf (religious endowments) and Islamic Affairs manages Islamic institutions and the construction of mosques. It also appoints imams, provides mosque staff salaries, manages Islamic clergy training centers, and subsidizes certain activities sponsored by mosques. The government monitors sermons at mosques and requires preachers refrain from political commentary that the government believes could instigate social or political unrest. Imams who violate these rules face fines and a possible ban from preaching.

Recognized non-Islamic religious institutions do not receive subsidies; they are financially and administratively independent of the government and are tax-exempt. Groups registered as “societies” rather than denominations are subject to the 2008 Law on Associations that requires government approval of a group’s budget, approval of foreign funding, and notification of the group’s by-laws and board members in addition to other administrative restrictions. The Free Evangelical Church, the Church of the Nazarene, the Assemblies of God, and the Christian and Missionary Alliance are registered with the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) as “societies” and are subject to the law’s restrictions. The Baptist Church, which is registered as a “denomination” with the Ministry of Interior, and other groups registered as “churches” with the MOJ are not subject to the associations law.

Although the government does not recognize the Druze religion, it does not prohibit its practice. The Druze did not report official discrimination. On national identity cards and “family books,” which normally identify the bearer’s religious community, the government records Druze as Muslims. The government does not officially recognize the Druze temple in Azraq; four social halls belonging to the Druze are registered as “societies.”

The Baha’i Faith also is not recognized by the government, and Baha’is face official discrimination. On national identity cards and family books, the government records Baha’is as Muslims, leaves the space blank, or marks it with dashes. This action has implications under Islamic law for the legality of certain marriages, as a woman registered as Muslim is not permitted to marry a non-Muslim man; thus a Baha’i man with no officially noted religion could be prevented from marrying a Baha’i woman who has been erroneously registered as Muslim. The Baha’i community does not have its own court to adjudicate personal status matters; such cases may be heard in courts governed by Islamic law or other recognized religious courts upon request. The Department of Civil Status and Passports does not officially recognize marriages conducted by Baha’i assemblies, but it does acknowledge these marriages for the purpose of updating personal information in passports. Additionally, the child of a non-Muslim father and a Baha’i mother registered inaccurately as a Muslim is considered illegitimate under Islamic law. These children are not issued a birth certificate and subsequently are unable to receive citizenship or register for school. The government does not officially recognize Baha’i schools or places of worship. There are two recognized Baha’i cemeteries, but the cemetery in Adasieh is registered in the name of the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, despite requests to register it under the Baha’i Faith.

Public schools provide Islamic religious instruction as part of the basic national curriculum, although Christian students are allowed to leave the classroom during these sessions. However, Christian students in private and public schools must learn verses from the Qur’an and Islamic poetry in both Arabic and social studies classes in preparation for mid-year and end-of-year exams written by the Ministry of Education. The constitution provides congregations the right to establish schools to educate their communities, “provided that they comply with the general provisions of the law and are subject to the control of government in matters relating to their curricula and orientation.” In several cities, Christian denominations operate private schools that are open to adherents of all religions, such as the Baptist, Orthodox, and Latin schools, and they are able to conduct Christian religion classes.

Employment applications for government positions occasionally contain questions about an applicant’s religion. Religious affiliation is required on national identification cards and legal documentation, including on marriage and birth certificates, but not on travel documents such as passports.

Atheists and agnostics must associate themselves with a recognized religion for purposes of official identification.

The government observes the following religious holidays as national holidays: the Birth of the Prophet Muhammad, the Prophet’s Ascension, Eid al-Fitr, Eid al-Adha, the Islamic New Year, Christmas, and the Gregorian calendar New Year. Christians traditionally are given leave from work on Christian holidays approved by the Council of Church Leaders, such as Palm Sunday and Easter.

Government Practices

There were reports of abuses of religious freedom.

During the year, a few converts from Islam to Christianity reported being summoned and questioned by security service officers after family members complained to authorities about the conversion. Security services personnel reportedly questioned their beliefs, threatened court and other actions, and offered rewards to them for denouncing the conversion, such as employment opportunities. These converts also reported that security service personnel withheld certificates of good behavior required for job applications or to open a business and told employers to fire them.

There were no reports that the practice of any faith was prohibited, but some government actions impeded the activities of some Muslim and non-Muslim groups. Some religious groups, while allowed to meet and practice their faith, faced official discrimination. In addition, not all Christian denominations have been accorded legal recognition.

Some Baha’i children continued to face difficulty in obtaining birth certificates, which are required to register for school and to receive citizenship.

During the year, churchgoers continued to note the presence of security officers in civilian clothes outside churches of some Christian denominations. Church leaders stated that security officials have continued their monitoring of church services, but characterized this as an attempt to provide better protection following threats against Christian groups in the region. Some religious leaders also reported being summoned by the security services for questioning on their church’s activities and church membership, although most characterized these encounters as civil.

Fewer religious leaders reported the sporadic denial of visas to foreign adherents coming to the country to attend workshops and conferences than during the previous year. Religious leaders reported that they and other congregants sometimes were questioned by the security services during travel in and out of the country, including occasional attempts to convert them to Islam. There were also anecdotal reports among the Iraqi refugee community of similar questioning by security services.

In 2009 the court of first instance charged a literary figure with defamation of Islam, and sentenced him to fines and time in jail. At the end of 2010, he was freed on bail pending an appeal of the court’s ruling. On June 8, the government dropped the charges as part of a general pardon.

In 2010 an apostasy case was brought to the Amman Islamic law court by the brother of a citizen who converted from Islam to the Baha’i Faith. The case was initiated in March 2007. The 56-year-old defendant converted when he was 19, and there appeared to be no statute of limitations. The case was postponed on several occasions in 2009, 2010, and 2011 because both the convert and the witnesses failed to appear. At year’s end, the defendant still faced charges; however the trial was postponed to the following year.

The government did not respond publicly to anti-Semitic material in the media.
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There were reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice. Some religious groups, such as the Bahai’s, while allowed to meet and practice their faith, faced some societal discrimination.

Some Muslims who converted to other religions reported facing social ostracism, threats, and physical and verbal abuse from their families and Muslim religious leaders. In recent years some family members of converts have filed apostasy charges against them in Islamic law courts, which have led to convictions depriving them of civil rights, including annulment of their marriage contracts and loss of custody of their children. Citizens reported that interfaith romantic relationships have led to ostracism and, in some cases, feuds between members of the couple’s families and violence toward the individuals.

In the media, editorial cartoons, articles, and opinion pieces sometimes conflated anti-Israel sentiment with anti-Semitic sentiment, depicting negative images of Jews without public government response. In November the daily Al-Arab Al-Yawm published a column in which the writer blamed the Jews for causing all the conflicts in the world.

The national school curriculum, including materials on tolerance education, did not include mention of the Holocaust despite urging from the U.S. government to include it.

Section IV. U.S. Government PolicyShare [image: image14.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://w.sharethis.com/images/check-small.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image15.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://w.sharethis.com/images/check-small.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image16.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://w.sharethis.com/images/check-small.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image17.png]



The U.S. government promoted religious freedom with the government as part of its overall policy to promote human rights. The ambassador and other U.S. embassy officials raised religious freedom issues with government authorities on many occasions through formal inquiries and discussions with both working-level contacts and high-ranking officials. Embassy officers met frequently with members of the various religious and missionary communities, as well as with private religious organizations and interfaith institutions.

The embassy continued to send national religious scholars, teachers, and leaders to the United States on exchange programs designed to promote tolerance and a better understanding of religious freedom as a fundamental human right and source of stability.

In November the embassy hosted Imam Mohamad Basher Arafat, president of the Islamic Affairs Council of Maryland. He spoke on “Interfaith Dialogue and Mutual Understanding” at several universities, to imams, and to the media.

In April the embassy organized a program entitled “Voices of Religious Tolerance,” which is designed to counter extremist voices in Afghanistan. The program brought approximately 50 selected Afghans to Jordan in order to attend programs to promote concepts of religious tolerance, plurality, and interreligious dialogue. The week-long program provided religious exposure to Afghans and other Muslims through excursions to religious landmarks and a series of lectures and classes given by Islamic scholars.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND 

The warning signs are clear: unless we establish a genuine dialogue within and among all kinds of belief, ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism, the conflicts of the future will probably be even more deadly. – Mark C. Taylor, New York Times Op Ed, 21 December 2006

1961: UN General Assembly adopted a resolution asking the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and the UN Human Rights Commission to prepare legally-binding international human rights convention on religious intolerance.  It was deferred by religious and diplomatic leaders because of its complexity and political sensitivity. History: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm
1984: The Tandem Project since 1984 has participated in dialogue and discussions on how to implement International Human Rights Instruments at a local level. A Tandem Project co- founder was the  delegate of the World Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) to the Seminar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Tolerance and Respect in Matters Relating to Freedom of Religion or Belief (1984) ST/HR/SER.A/16, Geneva: United Nations.

2011: UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 66/167 by consensus to combat such intolerance.  It is the best hope in fifty years to reconcile issues and divergent views on human rights and freedom of religion or belief, assimilation and multiculturalism.  The Resolution calls for an open public debate of ideas and strengthened global dialogue at all levels to implement the Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance and Peace Based on Religion or Belief.
United Nations Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance & Peace Based on Religion or Belief
Combating intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons, based on religion or belief
_____________________________________________________________________________________

THE UNITED NATIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL & GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Introduced by Pakistan on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) adopted by consensus without a vote. - Resolution A/HRC/16/18/L.38, Geneva, March 24 2011

Recognizes that the open public debate of ideas, as well as interfaith and intercultural dialogue at the local, national and international levels can be among the best protections against religious intolerance, and can play a positive role in strengthening democracy and combating religious hatred, and convinced that a continuing dialogue on these issues can help overcome existing misperceptions. 

Calls for strengthened international efforts to foster a global dialogue for the promotion of a culture of tolerance and peace at all levels, based on respect for human rights and diversity of religions and beliefs, and decides to convene a panel discussion on this issue at its seventeenth session within existing resources.
Pakistan (on behalf of the OIC) Mr. Zamir Akram [image: image18.png]


[English] 10 minutes Saudi Arabia Mr. Ahmed Suleiman Ibrahim Alaquil [image: image19.png]


[English] [Arabic] 1 minute Norway Ms. Beate Stirø [image: image20.png]


[English] 2 minutes United States of America Mr. Eileen Chamberlain Donahoe [image: image21.png]


[English] 5 minutes Hungary (on behalf of the European Union) Mr. András Dékány [image: image22.png]


[English] 3 minutes

UN Human Rights Council Panel Statements, Resolution A-HRC-16-18, 2010 General Assembly Third Committee Actions
Introduced by United Arab Emirates on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) adopted by consensus without a vote – Resolution A/C.3/66/L.47, New York, 15 November 2011

UN Third Committee Press Release - Resolution L.47 Adopted by Consensus 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/C.3/66/L.47/Rev.1
The Resolution identified as A/RES/66/167 by the General Assembly welcomes the establishment of the “King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz International Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural dialogue in Vienna, initiated by King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia on the basis of purposes and principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and acknowledging the important role that this Centre is expected to play as a platform for the enhancement of interreligious and intercultural dialogue.” - King Abdulaziz Dialogue Center – Vienna http://www.kacnd.org/eng/
____________________________________________________________________________________

REPORTS & DAILY NEWS, UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
· 1948: UN General Assembly as of: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/history.htm
· 1986: First International NGO Conference: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf
· 2000: UN General Assembly adopts term for the mandate: 1998 UN Conference Report
US Department of State International Religious Freedom Report -2011
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm#wrapper
Religion and Law Consortium - Daily news   
http://www.religlaw.org/headline.php?pageId=20
UPR-info is an NGO with information and statistics on Universal Periodic Reviews, www.UPR-info.org. Statistics: www.upr-info.org/database/statistics/ Statistics first UPR cycle: 198 countries 12 UPR sessions 21,354 Recommendations. 30 Ranked Issues, Freedom of Religion and Belief ranked 29. There were 425 Recommendations or 1.99% of 21,354. Freedom of Religion and Belief is an issue that is not often raised within the context of the Universal Periodic Review. Early returns from the UPR second Cycle are the same, a low return on the issue of freedom of religion or belief. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
ISSUES & CHALLENGES 
Anders Behring Breivik is the ethnic Norwegian perpetrator of the most horrific acts of terrorism in Norway since WW II. In an opinion page article in the New York Times, 31 July 2011, by Thomas Hegghammer, Senior Research Fellow of the Norwegian Defense Research Establishment, Breivik is quoted as saying he is “extremely proud of his Odinistic/Norse heritage and while he is Christian admits ‘I’m not a very religious person.’ “While Breivik’s violent acts are exceptional, his anti-Islamic views are not. His goal is to reverse what he views as the Islamization of Western Europe.” 

Assimilation’s Failure, Terrorism’s Rise
Discussion at Augsburg with Kjell-Magne Bondevik
The warning signs are clear: unless we establish a genuine dialogue within and among all kinds of belief, ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism, the conflicts of the future will probably be even more deadly. – Mark C. Taylor, New York Times Op Ed, 21 December 2006

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BEST PRACTICE MODEL 

Minnesota Fifth District Congressman Keith Ellison, the first Muslim elected to the United States Congress, and University of Minnesota officials attended the opening of the Islamic Law and Human Rights program at the University of Minnesota Law School and Human Rights Center on Feb. 4, 2011.

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/center/IHRP-Press_Release_Feb%204.pdf
The proposed program is delayed but appropriate as a best practice model if launched for an open public debate of ideas as well as local interfaith, multicultural dialogue as called for by UN General Assembly Resolution 66/167. 

United Nations Resolution – a Culture of Tolerance & Peace Based on Religion or Belief
The Islamic Law and Human Rights program currently is not part of the proposal for a University of Minnesota Forum but can be added if the proposed Forum and Human Rights program move forward. The Tandem Project Forum Proposals encourage universities and colleges worldwide to consider a UN World Programme on Freedom of Religion or Belief, to raise awareness and understanding of international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. The UN General Assembly 67th session requests a report by the UN Secretary-General on the UN Member States response to Resolution 66/167.  This will be preceded by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights report in September 2012. The Tandem Project will write local reports to the UN on 66/167.  Michael Roan: The Tandem Project, mroan@tandemproject.com. 

Encourages all States to consider providing updates on efforts made in this regard as part of ongoing reporting to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and requests in this respect the High Commissioner for Human Rights to include those updates in her reports to the Human Rights Council;  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session a report on steps taken by States to combat intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons, based on religion or belief, as set forth in the present resolution. -  General Assembly Resolution 66/167
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
SEPARATION OF RELIGION OR BELIEF AND STATE 
SOROBAS
www.sorobas.com
The Tandem Project believes until a core legally-binding human rights Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief is adopted international human rights law will be incomplete. It may be time to begin to consider reinstating the 1968 Working Group to bring all matters relating to freedom of religion or belief; under one banner, a core international human rights legally-binding treaty. 
Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS is a term used by The Tandem Project to express the core principles of international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. The term has a long history with diverse interpretations. Separation of Church and State. 

Modern technology, communications and travel provide new learning opportunities to build respect and tolerance for diversity of religion or belief and for each other. The balance between assimilation and multiculturalism is a great challenge for our age. Separation of Religion or Belief and State – SOROBAS brings separation of church and state, separation of synagogue and state, separation of mosque and state, separation of temple and state, and separation of other sacred places and associations and state, together under an umbrella term of respect for each other and international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. 

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. Separation of Religion or Belief and State - SOROBAS will create opportunities for inclusive and genuine human rights education on freedom of religion or belief. 

The Tandem Project call  is for academic, human rights and civil society activists who may wish to pursue multidisciplinary programs, issues, studies or papers, for example on SOROBAS – Separation of Religion or Belief and State, as practical support for an international legally-binding human rights treaty.  


SOROBAS – Site Map
______________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTIONS 
The Tandem Project

The First Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights reads: Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 
Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.
There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. This is a challenge. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. For civil society increased participation would create opportunities for education on inclusive and genuine approaches to human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 
In 1968 the United Nations deferred passage of a legally-binding convention on religious intolerance saying it was too complicated and sensitive. Instead, they adopted a non-binding declaration on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief. While very worthwhile, the declaration does not carry the force and commitment of a legally-binding international human rights convention on freedom of religion or belief. 
Religions and other beliefs historically have been used to justify wars and settle disputes. This is more dangerous today as the possible use of nuclear and biological weapons of mass destruction increases. Governments need to consider whether religions and other beliefs trump human rights or human rights trump religions and other beliefs or neither trumps the other. Can international human rights law help to stop the advance and use of such weapons in the face of this historic truth?
· QUESTION: Weapons of mass destruction as history teaches are often legitimized for national security and justified by cultural, ethnic, religious or political ideology. The U.N. Review Conference on the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and studies on biological and cyber weapons demonstrate advances in science and technology is being used to increase their potential for mass destruction. The question is whether an International Convention on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief, elevated and supported equally by the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. Security Council, would help offset the risk of weapons of mass destruction. Recognition of the need for synergy to balance rights and security is a foundation for solving this issue. 

“I am become death, the destroyer of worlds”
- Robert Oppenheimer, quote from the Bhagavad Gita after first atomic bomb, Trinity 1945.

The Tandem Project believes until a core legally-binding human rights Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief is adopted international human rights law will be incomplete. It may be time to begin to consider reinstating the 1968 Working Group to bring all matters relating to freedom of religion or belief; under one banner, a core international human rights legally-binding treaty. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance, and respect for diversity of religion or belief, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference material and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights- Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion – and the 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 



	


