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FORUM
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING: EDUCATION,
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS & HUMAN RIGHTS

For
LEADERS, EDUCATORS, PARENTS 
From 
NEW YORK CITY PLACES OF WORSHIP
Time & Venue:
to be determined
PURPOSE 

Preparation for United States of America Universal Periodic Review

Since 1986 The Tandem Project has built support for Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief simultaneously from the top down and ground up. In 1986 the top down was  the U.N. Human Rights Commission, and now its successor the U.N. Human Rights Council. The Tandem Project has a new ground up approach; Forums for Places of Worship, Academic Discourse, Schools, Women and Civil Society, as a Follow-up to Universal Periodic Reviews. 

Each Forum begins with a Proposal from an expert on a diverse issue. Discussion includes response to the proposal, the meaning of freedom of religion or belief, the obligations and responsibilities for international human rights law on freedom of religion or belief. 

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008 to review the human rights obligations and responsibilities of UN Member States by 2011. Click for Universal Periodic Review, Process and News: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
The United States of America Universal Periodic Review will be held by the UN Human Rights Council on Friday 26 November from 9:00 -12:00.  Open this link to access reports the day of the review for the United States of America Universal Periodic Review: National Report; Compilation prepared by OHCHR; Summary prepared by OHCHR; Interactive Dialogue; Comments & Answers; Final Remarks.  

PROPOSAL
· Our educational systems need to provide children with a broad orientation: from the very beginning, children should be taught that their own religion is one out of many and that it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

- Piet de Klerk:  Ambassador-at-Large of the Netherlands for Human Rights, Speaking to the 25 Year Commemoration in 2006 of the 1981 U.N. Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

PANEL  

Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf – Park 51 Mosque 
Representatives of Park 51 Interfaith Board 
Representatives of City Hall Administration  
Representatives of Human Rights NGOs

Panel members will moderate a Roundtable Discussion for leaders, educators and parents from New York City Places of Worship on the Forum purpose and proposal. 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

Leaders, Educators and Parents from New York City  Places of Worship  wil be invited to share views on the meaning of From the Very Beginning and how their children are taught religious beliefs from multicultural religious traditions. Discussion will include strategies and obstacles in Places of Worship to teaching children human rights principles on freedom of religion or belief without compromising their own faith-based traditions. 
International Human Rights Law on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to have a religion or whatever belief of his choice and freedom either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have a religion or belief of his   choice.

Freedom of manifest one’s religion or belief may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education in conformity with their own convictions.

U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ACTIONS 

In June 2010 the U.N. Human Rights Council achieved consensus on the resolution for a three year mandate of the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/11/14). This is a breakthrough for universality of human rights and multiculturalism after three years of no consensus on the 2007 mandate (A/HRC/RES/6/37).  The lack of consensus on the 2007 mandate was over Article 9 (a) the right to leave a religion or belief  and Islamophobia, a fear of Islam. Phobia’s are intense, abnormal or illogical fears. Any phobia religious or otherwise causing discrimination based on religion or belief is a violation of international law.    

2007 Mandate on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/6/37): Article 9 (a). 

9. Urges States: 

· (a) To ensure that their constitutional and legislative systems provide adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief to all without distinction, inter alia, by the provision of effective remedies in cases where the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, or the right to practice freely one’s religion, including the right to change one’s religion or belief, is violated;

Live HRC web broadcast: “18 countries abstained based on the objections from Pakistan, spoken on behalf of the 57 country Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) that norms in Muslim countries prohibit leaving Islam as a religion, and were not being honored in the draft resolution. Portugal, speaking on behalf of the European Union (EU) said over 40 paragraphs in the draft resolution was eliminated in an attempt at consensus with the abstaining states, but consensus over the right to leave one’s religion or belief was inviolable and could not be compromised.”   

The Resolution (A/HRC/RES/6/37) with recorded votes can be viewed by clicking on this link:

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_6_37.pdf
Positive achievements in the 2010 consensus draft resolution on the three year Mandate of the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/14/11).  The reference to Article 9 (a) of the 2007 draft resolution was dropped from the 2010 resolution and expressed in the resolution in other ways. 
QUESTION: how Article 9 (a) is implemented in the future will be the key given the ongoing existence of religious intolerance worldwide. 

6. Expresses concern at the continued existence of instances of religious intolerance, as well as at  merging obstacles to the enjoyment of the right to freedom of religion or belief, inter alia: (a) Instances of intolerance and violence directed against members of many religious minorities and other communities in various parts of the world;

(b) Incidents of religious hatred, discrimination, intolerance and violence, which may be manifested by the derogatory stereotyping, negative profiling and stigmatization of persons based on their religion or belief;

(c) Attacks on religious places, sites and shrines in violation of international law, in particular human rights and humanitarian law, as they have more than material significance on the dignity and lives of members of communities holding spiritual or religious beliefs;

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
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