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PURPOSE 
Follow-up to the Indonesia Universal Periodic Review
The Tandem Project proposes a Forum for Academic Discourse on Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief, as a Follow-up to the Indonesia Universal Periodic Review. The Forum will discuss the following proposal for inclusive and genuine study and research on human rights and freedom of religion or belief and discuss strategies and obstacles to discourse on issues of importance on human rights and freedom of religion or belief from cross-cultural perspectives, multi-lateral academic disciplines and non-profit organizations.  
PROPOSAL
· There can be no adequate understanding of the most important issues we face when disciplines are cloistered from one another and operate on their own premises. It would be far more effective to bring together people working on questions of religion, politics, history, economics, anthropology, sociology, literature, art, religion and philosophy to engage in comparative analysis of common problems. As the curriculum is restructured, fields of inquiry and methods of investigation will be transformed.
 – New York Times Op-Ed, Higher Education – Collaboration Rather Than Specialization; Mark C. Taylor, Chairman of the Religion Department, Columbia University, New York.  
PANEL  
University of Yogyakarta, Indonesia
Crisis Management Initiative
Oslo Coalition: Indonesia Project
Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights 
Center for Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies, Gadjah Mada University, Indonesia

The panel will moderate a Roundtable Discussion on the purpose and proposal for the Forum.
Indonesia Contacts:  The Tandem Project over the four year follow-up cycle for the Indonesia Univeral Periodic Review will propose exchanges of information on how to implement Working Group and other recommendations. The contact list is included in the Indonesia Universal Periodic Review & Freedom of Religion or Belief (attached).

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Faculty and NGO staff from multidisciplinary and cross-cultural perspectives will discuss the purpose and proposal of the Forum for inclusive and genuine study and research on human rights and freedom of religion or belief and the strategies and obstacles to discourse on issues of importance on human rights and freedom of religion or belief from cross-cultural perspectives, multi-lateral academic disciplines and non-profit organizations.  
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusions sent to the Government of Indonesia and Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
International Human Rights Law on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

The principle of universality of human rights is the cornerstone of international human rights law.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/WhatareHumanRights.aspx
Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to have a religion or whatever belief of his choice and freedom either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 

No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have a religion or belief of his   choice.

Freedom of manifest one’s religion or belief may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education in conformity with their own convictions.

U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ACTIONS 

The Tandem Project approach to Human Rights and Freedom of Religion or Belief builds support simultaneously from top down and ground up.  Top down begins with the U.N. Human Rights Council and U.N. General Assembly. For The Tandem Project, ground up includes Forums for Places of Worship, Academic Discourse, Schools and Civil Society. Forums have diverse issues, but all are discussed in the context of what it means to have freedom of religion or belief and the obligations and responsibilities at a local level to support human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

In June 2010 the U.N. Human Rights Council achieved consensus on a resolution for a three year mandate of the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/11/14). This is a milestone victory for the principle universality of human rights and multiculturalism after three years of no consensus on the mandate.  The issue creating the tension was the right to leave a religion or belief  and Islamophobia leading to discrimination against one religion, Islam.  

2007 Mandate on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/6/37): Article 9 (a). 

9. Urges States: 

· (a) To ensure that their constitutional and legislative systems provide adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief to all without distinction, inter alia, by the provision of effective remedies in cases where the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief, or the right to practice freely one’s religion, including the right to change one’s religion or belief, is violated;

Live HRC web broadcast: “18 countries abstained based on the objections from Pakistan, spoken on behalf of the 57 country Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) that norms in Muslim countries prohibit leaving Islam as a religion, and were not being honored in the draft resolution. Portugal, speaking on behalf of the European Union (EU) said over 40 paragraphs in the draft resolution was eliminated in an attempt at consensus with the abstaining states, but consensus over the right to leave one’s religion or belief was inviolable and could not be compromised.”   

The Resolution (A/HRC/RES/6/37) with recorded votes can be viewed by clicking on this link:

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/HRC/resolutions/A_HRC_RES_6_37.pdf
Positive achievements in the 2010 consensus draft resolution on the three year Mandate of the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief (A/HRC/RES/14/11).  The reference to Article 9 (a) of the 2007 draft resolution was dropped from the 2010 resolution and expressed in the resolution in other ways. 
QUESTION: how Article 9 (a) is implemented in the future will be key given the ongoing existence of religious intolerance worldwide. 

6. Expresses concern at the continued existence of instances of religious intolerance, as well as at  merging obstacles to the enjoyment of the right to freedom of religion or belief, inter alia: (a) Instances of intolerance and violence directed against members of many religious minorities and other communities in various parts of the world;

(b) Incidents of religious hatred, discrimination, intolerance and violence, which may be manifested by the derogatory stereotyping, negative profiling and stigmatization of persons based on their religion or belief;

(c) Attacks on religious places, sites and shrines in violation of international law, in particular human rights and humanitarian law, as they have more than material significance on the dignity and lives of members of communities holding spiritual or religious beliefs;

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
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