ISSUE:  HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION & FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

HIGH LEVEL U.N. DISCUSSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION
The United Nations Human Rights Council held a high level discussion on a draft Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training at the 13th session, Tuesday 2 March 2010. This is a continuation of work for human rights education which began with the UN Decade for Human Rights Education 1995-2004. The history and current programs and news on Human Rights Education and Training, and a Database on Human Rights Education and Training by the United Nations Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Preface - The First Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.

There is an increase in dialogue today between religions and other beliefs to embrace diversity, but few persons, less than one percent of any population, ever participate. This is a challenge. The value of such dialogues is proportionate to the level of participation. For civil society increased participation would create opportunities for education on inclusive and genuine approaches to human rights and freedom of religion or belief. 

 In 1968 the United Nations deferred passage of a legally-binding convention on religious intolerance saying it was too complicated and sensitive. Instead, they adopted a non-binding declaration on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief. While very worthwhile, the declaration does not carry the force and commitment of a legally-binding international human rights convention on freedom of religion or belief. 

Religions and other beliefs historically have been used to justify wars and settle disputes. This is more dangerous today as the possible misuse of nuclear and biological weapons of mass destruction increases. Governments need to revisit whether religions and other beliefs trump human rights or human rights trump religions and other beliefs or neither trumps the other; whether culture trumps the universal or universal rights sensitively and with respect trumps culture in the face of this historical truth.

________________________________________________________________________
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HRC High Level Discussion: Draft Declaration Human Rights Education & Training
http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=100302
Link: to the High Level discussion on the draft declaration on human rights education and training from 10:00-13:00 on Tuesday 2 March 2010. There were opening remarks by; the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and high level dignitaries from Switzerland, Morocco, Senegal, Philippines and Slovenia. Remarks were made by 15 UN Member States and closing comments on behalf of the panel by Morocco.

United States of America: Remarks by the United States during the high level discussion on the draft declaration on human rights education and training. 
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Universal Periodic Review: The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008 to review the human rights obligations and responsibilities of all UN Member States by 2011. The United States of American Universal Periodic Review will be at the end of November 2010.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
Human Rights Education and Training
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/index.htm
Link: to the history of human rights education beginning with the UN Decade for Human Rights Education 1995-2004, the World Program on Human Rights Education 2005-2009, leading up to the Draft Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training in 2010. It includes a menu with two compendiums of best practices; Human Rights Education in the School Systems of Europe, Central Asia and North America in partnership with OSCE, CoE, OHCHR and UNESCO; and the Act Project in the UN Cyber School Bus, UNICEF Voices of Youth and UNESCO. The ABC – Teaching Human Rights: Practical Activities for Primary and Secondary Schools published in 2003 includes in Chapter two: Human Rights Topics for Pre-School and Lower Primary School. 
Database on Human Rights Education and Training
http://hre.ohchr.org/hret/intro.aspx
Link: to the OHCHR database on Human Rights Education and Training. A key word search under “Religion” lists 36 entries and “Belief” lists eight entries. There are 726 entries relating to all human rights subjects.  

THE TANDEM PROJECT FOLLOW-UP RECOMMENDATION
RECOMMENDATION: for all public, private and religious schools and religious schools in places of worship as a follow-up to Universal Periodic Reviews. 

3. Apply International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief in education curricula as appropriate in all grade levels, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

Based on an address by: 

Mr. Piet de Klerk: Commemoration of the 25 Year History of 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

“Our educational systems need to provide children with a broad orientation: from the very beginning, children should be taught that their own religion is one out of many and that it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all.” - Mr. Piet de Klerk:  Ambassador-at-Large of the Netherlands on Human Rights.
________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 
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