_______________________________________________________________________
Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.   

_______________________________________________________________________

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION & FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

The United Nations Human Rights Council held a high level discussion on a draft Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training at the 13th session, Tuesday 2 March 2010. This is a continuation of work for human rights education which began with the UN Decade for Human Rights Education 1995-2004. The history and current programs and news on Human Rights Education and Training, and a Database on Human Rights Education and Training by the United Nations Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 
THE TANDEM PROJECT

http://www.tandemproject.com.
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HRC High Level Discussion: Draft Declaration Human Rights Education & Training
http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=100302
This is a link to High Level discussion on the draft declaration on human rights education and training from 10:00-13:00 on Tuesday 2 March 2010. There were opening remarks by; UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and high level dignitaries from Switzerland, Morocco, Senegal, Philippines and Slovenia. Remarks were made by 15 UN Member States and closing comments on behalf of the panel by Morocco.

United States of America: Remarks by the United States during the high level discussion on the draft declaration on human rights education and training. 
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Universal Periodic Review: The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008 to review the human rights obligations and responsibilities of all UN Member States by 2011. The United States of American Universal Periodic Review will be at the end of November 2010.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
Human Rights Education and Training
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/index.htm
This is a link to the history of human rights education beginning with the UN Decade for Human Rights Education 1995-2004, the World Program on Human Rights Education 2005-2009, leading up to the Draft Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training in 2010. It includes a menu with two compendiums of best practices; Human Rights Education in the School Systems of Europe, Central Asia and North America in partnership with OSCE, CoE, OHCHR and UNESCO; and the Act Project in the UN Cyber School Bus, UNICEF Voices of Youth and UNESCO. The ABC – Teaching Human Rights: Practical Activities for Primary and Secondary Schools published in 2003 includes in Chapter two: Human Rights Topics for Pre-School and Lower Primary School. 
Database on Human Rights Education and Training
http://hre.ohchr.org/hret/intro.aspx
This is the link to the OHCHR database on Human Rights Education and Training. A key word search under “Religion” lists 36 entries and “Belief” lists eight entries. There are 726 entries relating to all human rights subjects.  

THE TANDEM PROJECT RECOMMENDATION
Recommendation: for all public, private and religious schools and religious schools in places of worship as a follow-up to all UN Member States Universal Periodic Reviews. 

3. Apply International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief in education curricula as appropriate in all grade levels, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

Based on an address by: 

Mr. Piet de Klerk: Commemoration of the 25 Year History of 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 

“Our educational systems need to provide children with a broad orientation: from the very beginning, children should be taught that their own religion is one out of many and that it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all.” - Mr. Piet de Klerk:  Ambassador-at-Large of the Netherlands on Human Rights.
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