__________________________________________________________________________________

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.   

__________________________________________________________________________________

EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION
FOR SENEGAL: FOLLOW-UP TO THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 
Proposal to Senegal governments, NGO’s, religious schools and other Senegal Stakeholders, Organizations of the Islamic Conference and Human Rights Watch and other Senegal Stakeholders for human rights education on freedom of religion or belief as a follow-up to; Senegal Universal Periodic Review. 

3. Apply International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief in education curricula as appropriate in all grade levels, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
The 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm. 

THE TANDEM PROJECT

http://www.tandemproject.com.

UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEWS 

Open this link for Universal Periodic Reviews and the session the country held the review during the Calendar of reviews for 1st cycle (2008-2011). Each UPR includes; National Report, Compilation prepared by OHCHR, Stakeholder Letters, Interactive Dialogue and the Working Group Report. Background documents, Basic facts about the UPR, NGO’s and NHRI’s, Contact information, Media information and Webcast: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/Documentation.aspx
Open U.S. State Department 2009 International Religious Freedom Report link for the country you are interested in: 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2009/index.htm
THE TANDEM PROJECT FOLLOW-UP

The Tandem Project Follow-up builds on twenty-seven Community Strategies, action proposals by organizations in 1986 to implement Article 18 of the CCPR and the 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf .  

These Community Strategies are consolidated for The Tandem Project Follow-up into three generic proposals on integration, dialogue and education for Universal Periodic Reviews and exchange of information worldwide with organizations on international, national and local levels.  

1. Develop model integrated approaches to International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief at national and local levels to test the reality of implementation as appropriate to the constitutions, legal systems and cultures of each country.

2. Use International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief as appropriate to each culture and venue for inclusive and genuine dialogue on freedom of religion or belief.    

3. Apply International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief in education curricula as appropriate in all grade levels, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

________________________________________________________________________

Results from this Questionnaire will be used in follow-up recommendations to UN Member States Universal Periodic Reviews, and reports to the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), for protection against all forms of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief and an Exchange of Information with other stakeholders.  

There are nine categories of organizations to measure the impact of human rights and freedom of religion or belief on civil society at international, national and local levels. Please take a few minutes to open the questionnaire, check category/s that apply to your organization or the individual box if answering personally, check yes/no to the 40 questions and submit. Returns for reports are evaluated by category and the names of organizations and individuals are confidential.  

OPEN QUESTIONNAIRE
Thank you for taking a few minutes to reply.  

Michael M. Roan

Executive Director,

The Tandem Project

mroan@tandemproject.com. 

The Tandem Project: Survey Objectives & Information
The Tandem Project Internet Course: http://www.tandemproject.com/toc/toc.htm.

________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

Freedom of Religion or Belief and Freedom of Opinion and Expression is an inviolable principle of democracy. International human rights norms and standards are universal for protection of individuals. They cannot be compromised by organizations, religions or beliefs, culture or tradition. Religion or belief, for anyone who professes either, is one of the fundamental elements of life and should be fully respected and guaranteed.

From 1960-68 the United Nations met on a draft International Convention on Religious Intolerance before deferring work because of its sensitivity and complexity. Since December 2007, the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva and General Assembly in New York has failed to reach consensus on the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, defamation of religion, restrictions on freedom of opinion and expression, and freedom to leave a religion or belief.  

To resolve this impasse the United Nations Human Rights Council should consider an Open-ended Working Group to draft an International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief that would elevate and focus the discussion and resources at a higher level on an annual basis. Since 1986 The Tandem Project call has been to renew work to draft an International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief as a core international human rights treaty, deferred since 1968. 

The differences in meaning of international human rights law, universality vs. relativity, culture, tradition and freedom of religion or belief and freedom of opinion and expression is too deep to be resolved or compromised as suggested by an optional protocol or complimentary standards seconded to other human rights instruments.   

Is it time for the UN to draft a legally binding International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief: United Nations History – Freedom of Religion or Belief.
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