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UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,
FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF
Separation of Religion or Belief & State
RACE & RELIGION – COMMON THREADS OF PEACE

Implementing the Durban Declaration 

Programme of Action at a Local Level  

Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance

FOLLOW-UP

To:

AUGSBURG COLLEGE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FORUM

STRIVING FOR PEACE – A QUESTION OF WILL 

5-6 March 2010

Topic: What is the Durban Declaration Programme of Action and can threads of intolerance and discrimination based on race and religion be transformed into common threads of peace? What are aggravated intolerance and discrimination based on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance? Local academic and program approaches that have been tried eliminate intolerance and discrimination based on race & religion. Stories: victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. Where do we go from here?
Proposed Sponsor:  Augsburg College Faith and Learning Center
Martti Ahtisaari former president of Finland and 2008 Nobel Peace Laureate, Kjell Magne Bondevik, former Prime Minister of Norway and UN Special Envoy to the Horn of Africa, are principal speakers at the Augsburg College Peace Prize Form. They will be asked for an exchange of information on this topic as a follow-up to the Augsburg College Nobel Peace Prize Forum.
Martti Ahtisaari was one of five Independent Eminent Experts for the 2001 Durban Declaration Programme of Action. Kjell Magne Bondevik is a pastor in the State Church of Norway. Both are well known distinguished experts on human rights in the United Nations system,
REPORTS OF THE DURBAN REVIEW CONFERENCE

Issue: Reports of the Durban Review Conference – 20-24 April 2009. 

For: United Nations, Governments, Religions or Beliefs, Academia, NGOs, Media, Civil Society
Review: Outcome Document of the Durban Review Conference and the latest report by the Ad-Hoc Committee on Elaboration of Complementary Standards 

Report of the Durban Review Conference

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A%2FCONF.211%2F8&Submit=Search&Lang=E
This Document is in PDF. Pages 1-17 are the Outcome Document of the Durban Review Conference. Page 17 includes the Resolution adopted by the Review Conference. Other pages include: Attendance and organization of work; High-level segment; General segment; General debate; Adoption of the Outcome Document and report of the Review Conference; Closure of the Review Conference. 

Ad Hoc Committee on Elaboration of Complementary Standards

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/racism/AdHocCommittee.htm
Compilation by Chairperson-Rapporteur of submissions received from Member States and groups of States in response to request for contributions in the form of action points of the road map on the elaboration of complimentary standards aimed at providing victims of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, including their contemporary forms and manifestations with the maximum protection through substantive provisions. Related intolerance includes the inter-section between racial and religious intolerance. 

Joint Statement: Freedom of expression and incitement to racial or religious hatred.

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/racism/rapporteur/docs/Joint_Statement_SRs.pdf
Joint statement by: Mr. Githu Muigai, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance; Ms. Asma Jahangir, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; and Mr. Frank La Rue, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression. This was an OHCHR side event during the Durban Review Conference: Geneva, 22 April 2009. 

Durban Declaration and Program of Action

http://www.un.org/WCAR/durban.pdf
__________________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.   

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, at the first Alliance of Civilizations Madrid Forum; “Never in our lifetime has there been a more desperate need for constructive and committed dialogue, among individuals, among communities, among cultures, among and between nations.” 

In 1968 the UN deferred work on an International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance because of the sensitivity and complexity of reconciling a human rights treaty with dissonant worldviews and voices on religion or belief. Instead, in 1981 the United Nations adopted a non-binding Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief in support of Article 18:  http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm. 

Separation of Religion or Belief and State reflects the far-reaching scope of UN General Comment 22 on Article 18, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1993, UN Human Rights Committee.  

http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
Inclusive and genuine dialogue on human rights and freedom of religion or belief are between people of theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief. It calls for open dialogue on: awareness, understanding, acceptance; cooperation, competition, conflict; respectful discourse, discussion of taboos and clarity by persons of diverse beliefs. 

 Human rights protect freedom of religion or belief; religion or belief does not always protect human rights. In this respect human rights trump religion to protect individuals against all forms of discrimination on grounds of religion or belief by the State, institutions, groups of persons and persons. After forty years suffering, violence and conflict based on belief has increased in many parts of the world.  UN options may be to try to gradually reduce such intolerance and discrimination or call for a new paradigm deferred since 1968.

Is it time for the UN to draft a legally binding International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief: United Nations History – Freedom of Religion or Belief.

1
PAGE  
3

