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UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

Separation of Religion or Belief & State
HAITI 
Eighth Session U.N. Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review (3-14 May 2010)

UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

The Haiti Universal Periodic Review will be held by the UN Human Rights Council on Tuesday 11 May from 14:30 -17:30.  Open this link to access reports for the Haiti Universal Periodic Review: National Report; Compilation prepared by OHCHR; Summary prepared by OHCHR; Interactive Dialogue; Comments & Answers; Final Remarks.  

HRC Web Cast: Tuesday 11 May 2010.
Adoption: Friday 14 May 2010
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique process launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 2008 to review the human rights obligations and responsibilities of all UN Member States by 2011. Click for an Introduction to the Universal Periodic Review, Process and News: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/BasicFacts.aspx
The primary international human rights instruments on freedom of religion or belief are: 
Article 18 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and the 1981 Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

General Comment 22 on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
The 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm. 

The 1981 UN Declaration is a one of a kind Human Rights Concordat between nations and all religions or beliefs. 

THE TANDEM PROJECT FOLLOW-UP

The Tandem Project Follow-up builds on twenty-seven Community Strategies, action proposals by organizations in 1986 to implement Article 18 of the CCPR and the 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief: http://www.tandemproject.com/tolerance.pdf .  

These Community Strategies are consolidated for The Tandem Project Follow-up into three generic proposals on integration, dialogue and education for Universal Periodic Reviews and exchange of information worldwide with organizations on international, national and local levels.  

1. Develop model integrated approaches to International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief at national and local levels to test the reality of implementation as appropriate to the constitutions, legal systems and cultures of each country.

2. Use International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief as appropriate to each culture and venue for inclusive and genuine dialogue on freedom of religion or belief.    

3. Apply International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief in education curricula as appropriate in all grade levels, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Tandem Project recommendations on human rights and freedom of religion or belief follow appropriately the immediate task of the UN and the world community; assistance to Haiti in basics such as food, water, health, shelter and security. This is the domain of both the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (IESCR) and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Human rights are indivisible. The long term reconstruction of Haiti must occur in tandem with economic, social, cultural, civil and political human rights.
The Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Haiti works in cooperation with the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) under UN Security Council Resolution 1658. Human rights are written into the mandate of MINUSTAH and the OHCHR in Haiti mandate is to “mainstream” human rights into the work of MINUSTAH and the UN Country team. This includes coordination with the UN Independent Expert on the Situation of Human Rights in Haiti. Prior to the earthquake that struck Haiti UN Technical Assistance and Capacity Building focused on; secure and stable environment, political process, court reform, rule of law, police training, violence against women and human trafficking. The UN Independent Expert report for 2009 included “lynching” and killing of individuals suspected of witchcraft.
The Tandem Project recommends OHCHR, MINUSTAH and the UN Independent Expert elevate the awareness of human rights and freedom or religion or belief by encouraging the creation of curricula and dialogue on Article 18 of the ICCPR, everyone has a right to freedom of religion or belief and its supporting human rights instrument the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. This needs to be done in partnership with the Haitian Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship, and Bureau of Religious Affairs.  
There are allegedly 10,000 NGO’s (non-governmental organizations) in Haiti from indigenous faith-based communities and secular humanitarian organizations to international missionary programs with headquarters based outside of the country. Haiti is a religious country. Some say 80% of the population is Roman Catholic Christian a heritage from the French colonial occupation, 16% Protestant Christians and 4% other minority beliefs. Up to 50% of the population practice Vodou (Voodoo) a heritage from West and Central Africa black slaves that in 1804 rebelled against Napoleon to establish independence from France. French and Creole are the languages of Haiti. 
The Tandem Project recommends Haiti build on their faith-based religious-spiritual ethnic heritage by transforming the horrific death and trauma of the earthquake into a national model of tolerance for diversity of religion or belief, grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants and in the future a legally-binding International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief. Long term development in Haiti must begin with the government of Haiti and the empowerment of the Haitian people building a government infrastructure structure free of corruption, with balanced technical help but not control from the family of nations. Respect for the rule of law, human rights and freedom of religion or belief should be a cornerstone core component of a long term reconstruction and development plan organized and initiated by Haitians themselves.

The Tandem Project Follow-up recommendations will be updated after the Haiti Universal Periodic Review.
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION

The Tandem Project Follow-up seeks an exchange of information for Universal Periodic Reviews to bridge human rights proclaimed in treaties on human rights and freedom of religion or belief at the international level with the reality of implementation at national and local levels.  
Government and non-governmental organizations with expertise on Haiti will be asked for advice on issues of concern relating to international human rights and freedom of religion or belief after the Haiti Universal Periodic Review. 

Stakeholder Letters: Submitted for Haiti Periodic Review:
To be posted on 11 May 2010 or as soon as the Haiti UPR is held.
Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights, Haiti
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/countries/LACRegion/Pages/HTIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/LACRegion/Pages/HTSummary0809.aspx
Government of Haiti
Offices: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship; Bureau of Religious Affairs; Ministry of Education.

Religions and Beliefs in Haiti

Roman Catholic and Protestant Christian institutions and places of worship; Conference of Catholic Bishops; Protestant Federation; National Confederation of Haitian Vodou; Minority Religions, 
KOSANBA – University of California at Santa Barbara
http://research.ucsb.edu/cbs/projects/haiti/kosanba/index.html
KOSANBA was formed after a conference by 13 scholars on Haitian Vodou in the Division of Social Studies Center for Black Studies Research at the University of California at Santa Barbara in 1997. KOSANBA has contacts with Vodou spiritual leaders in Haiti. The Tandem Project will ask this Center for advice on how to exchange information on Vodou in Haiti.
Institute for Law and Justice in Haiti
http://www.ijdh.org/index.html
IJDH works with grassroots groups in Haiti to help develop an effective human rights advocacy program with global outreach. In the U.S., IJDH collaborates with grassroots organizations, including faith-based, solidarity, development, and humanitarian organizations to coordinate advocacy on human rights in Haiti, and networks with solidarity and Haitian Diaspora activists throughout the world. Our work seeks to change the international environment that allows such massive disrespect for social, economic, civil and political rights to flourish.
The Tandem Project will request an exchange of information with IJDH including with the links on their website and Laura Flynn, Board of Directors, and writer at the University of Minnesota.
Oslo Coalition – Project on Missionary Activities and Human Rights
http://www.oslocoalition.org/mhr.php
 “The aim of this project is to contribute, on the basis of human rights, to the resolution of conflicts arising from missionary activities.” The Tandem Project will ask for an exchange of with the Oslo Coalition on ways “Missionary Activities and Human Rights” may be a program for missionaries in and outside of Haiti.
The Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief was established by participants of the Oslo Conference on Freedom of Religion or Belief which was held in August 1998 in the context of the 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The activities of the Oslo Coalition are based on the Oslo Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief which was adopted by the Conference of over 200 participants and was signed by leaders of all major Norwegian faith communities in 2001. Projects of the Oslo Coalition include New Directions in Islamic Thought and Practice; Facilitating Freedom of Religion or Belief; Missionary Activities and Human Rights; Teaching for Tolerance and Freedom of Religion or Belief; China Project; Indonesia Project; Caucasus Project and Central Asia Project. 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and other laws and policies contributed to the generally free practice of religion, provided that these practices do not disturb law and order.

The Government generally respected religious freedom in practice. There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom by the Government during the reporting period.

There were no reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice.

The U.S. Government discusses religious freedom with the Government as part of its overall policy to promote human rights.

Haiti - Religious Demography
The country, which shares the Caribbean island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic, has an area of 10,714 square miles and a population of 9 million.

A U.N. Population Fund (UNFPA) census released in 2006 (based on 2003 data) lists the following religious demographics: 54.7 percent of the population is Roman Catholic, 15.4 percent Baptist, 7.9 percent Pentecostal, and 3 percent Seventh-day Adventist. Episcopalians, Jehovah's Witnesses, Methodists, members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons), Muslims, and practitioners of Vodou (voodoo) are also present. An undetermined percentage of the population practices both Vodou and Christianity. Recent estimates indicate that half of the population practices Vodou, most along with other religious practices. The UNFPA reported 2.1 percent of the population practices Vodou as their primary religion.

Haiti - Legal/Policy Framework

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and other laws and policies contributed to the generally free practice of religion, provided that these practices do not disturb law and order.

The Constitution directs the establishment of laws to regulate the recognition and operation of religious groups. The administration and monitoring of religious affairs falls under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship. The Bureau of Religious Affairs within the Ministry is responsible for registering churches, clergy, and missionaries.

The Government observes Good Friday, Corpus Christi, and the Feast of the Assumption, All Saints ‘ Day, All Souls ‘ Day, and Christmas as national holidays.

Recognition by the Bureau of Religious Affairs affords religious groups standing in legal disputes, protects their tax-exempt status, and extends civil recognition to documents such as marriage and baptismal certificates. Goods imported for use by registered religious groups and missionaries are exempt from customs duties, and registered churches are not taxed. Requirements for registration with the Bureau include information on qualifications of the group's leader, a membership list, and a list of the group's social projects. Registered religious groups must submit an annual report of their activities to the Bureau. Most Catholic and Protestant organizations were registered. Although legally permitted to register, many nondenominational Christian groups and Vodou practitioners operated informally and did not seek official recognition. There were no reports of this requirement restricting the operation of a religious group.

Historically, Roman Catholicism was the official religion. While this official status ended with the enactment of the 1987 Constitution, neither the Government nor the Holy See renounced the 1860 concordat, which serves as the basis for relations between the Catholic Church (and its religious orders) and the state. In many respects, Catholicism retains its traditional primacy among the country's religious groups. Official and quasi-official functions are held in Catholic churches and cathedrals, such as "Te Deum" masses for Independence Day, Flag Day, and Founders Day; however, the Government recognizes the increasing role of Protestant churches. For example, Episcopal and other Protestant clergy were invited to participate when the religious sector was asked to play an advisory role in politics.

Organized missionary groups and missionaries affiliated with independent churches operated hospitals, orphanages, schools, and clinics. Foreign missionaries enter as regular tourists and submit paperwork similar to that submitted by domestic religious groups to the Bureau of Religious Affairs. Delays in issuing residence permits were attributed to bureaucratic delay.

The Constitution stipulates that persons cannot be required to join an organization or receive religious instruction contrary to their convictions. In most Catholic or Protestant schools, school authorities require religious education but generally make provisions for students who are not affiliated with that school's denomination.

Haiti - Restrictions on Religious Freedom

The Government generally respected religious freedom in practice. There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom by the Government during the reporting period.

There were no reports of religious detainees or prisoners in the country.

There were no reports of forced religious conversion, including of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally removed from the United States or who had not been allowed to be returned to the United States.

Haiti - Status of Societal Respect for Religious Freedom

There were no reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice.

Religion plays a prominent role in society, and citizens freely expressed their religious beliefs. Ecumenical organizations were active. Interfaith cooperation was perhaps most effective in the National Federation of Private Schools. While society generally was tolerant of the variety of religious practices, Christian attitudes toward Vodou ranged from acceptance as part of the culture to rejection as incompatible with Christianity. These differing perspectives led to isolated instances of conflict.


Some religious groups were politically active. One Protestant pastor led the Christian Movement for a New Haiti political party, and another led the National Union of Christians for the Renovation of Haiti political party. The Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Protestant Federation occasionally issued statements on political matters. On December 5, 2008, the National Confederation of Haitian Vodou held a peaceful political rally without interference.

U.S. State Department 2009 International Religious Freedom Report, Haiti

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2009/127394.htm
Links to State Department sites are welcomed. Unless a copyright is indicated, information on the State Department’s main website is in the public domain and may be copied and distributed without permission. Citation of the U.S. State Department as source of the information is appreciated.
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion 

or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding.   

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, at the first Alliance of Civilizations Madrid Forum; “Never in our lifetime has there been a more desperate need for constructive and committed dialogue, among individuals, among communities, among cultures, among and between nations.” 

In 1968 the UN deferred work on an International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance because of the sensitivity and complexity of reconciling a human rights treaty with dissonant worldviews and voices on religion or belief. Instead, in 1981 the United Nations adopted a non-binding Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief in support of Article 18:  http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm. 

Separation of Religion or Belief and State reflects the far-reaching scope of UN General Comment 22 on Article 18, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1993, UN Human Rights Committee.  

http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/9a30112c27d1167cc12563ed004d8f15?Opendocument
Inclusive and genuine dialogue on human rights and freedom of religion or belief are between people of theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief. It calls for open dialogue on: awareness, understanding, acceptance; cooperation, competition, conflict; respectful discourse, discussion of taboos and clarity by persons of diverse beliefs. 

Human rights protect freedom of religion or belief; religion or belief does not always protect human rights. In this respect human rights trump religion to protect individuals against all forms of discrimination on grounds of religion or belief by the State, institutions, groups of persons and persons. After forty years suffering, violence and conflict based on belief has increased in many parts of the world.  UN options may be to try to gradually reduce such intolerance and discrimination or call for a new paradigm deferred since 1968.

Is it time for the UN to draft a legally binding International Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief: United Nations History – Freedom of Religion or Belief.
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