THE TANDEM PROJECT
http://www.tandemproject.com. 

UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,
FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

CALL FOR INPUT

To: Oslo University CULCOM research program; http://www.culcom.uio.no/english/
As we are all painfully aware, religious conflict continues to escalate worldwide. Acceptance of the rights of others to their own beliefs continues to be a value denied for millions of people. Much suffering is inflicted in the name of religion or belief on minorities, women and children and “the other” for the most part by perpetrators in total disregard for the tenets of their own faiths. 

Between 2008 and 2011 all United Nations Member States will have a Universal Periodic Review before the UN Human Rights Council on how they fulfill their human rights responsibilities and obligations. The Norway Universal Periodic Review will be held on Wednesday 2 December 2009 from 9.00-12.00. 

The National Reports for the Universal Periodic Review seldom has enough information to assess progress on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights –Everyone has the right to freedom of religion or belief, and the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

Call for Input: The Tandem Project welcomes ideas on ways to assess progress in each country on human rights standards for freedom of religion or belief; info@tandemproject.com.  

Proposals for constructive, long-term solutions to conflicts based on religion or belief:  

· Proposal: Develop a model local-national-international integrated approach to freedom of religion or belief, appropriate to legal systems and cultures of each country, as follow-up to the Universal Periodic Review. See USA Example 1
· Proposal: Use International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief as a rule of law for inclusive and genuine dialogue on the core values within and among nations, all religions and other beliefs and for protection against discrimination.    

· Proposal: Use the standards on freedom of religion or belief in education curricula and places of worship teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and that it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 2 
STANDARDS: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm
United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, at the Alliance of Civilizations Madrid Forum said; “never in our lifetime has there been a more desperate need for constructive and committed dialogue, among individuals, among communities, among cultures, among and between nations.” 

Genuine dialogue on human rights and freedom of religion or belief calls for respectful discourse, discussion of taboos and clarity by persons of diverse beliefs. Inclusive dialogue includes people of theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief. The warning signs are clear, unless there is genuine dialogue ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism; conflicts in the future will probably be even more deadly. 

In 1968 the UN deferred work on an International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Religious Intolerance because of its complexity and sensitivity. Forty years later violence, suffering and discrimination based on religion or belief has dramatically increased. It is time for a UN Working Group to renew what they deferred in 1968, the draft of a comprehensive core human rights treaty- a United Nations Convention on Freedom of Religion or Belief. See History. 

The challenge to religions or beliefs at all levels is awareness, understanding and acceptance of international human rights standards on freedom of religion or belief. Leaders, teachers and followers of all religions or beliefs, with governments, are keys to test the viability of inclusive and genuine dialogue in response to the UN Secretary General’s urgent call for constructive and committed dialogue.  

The Tandem Project title, Separation of Religion or Belief and State (SOROBAS), reflects the far-reaching scope of UN General Comment 22 on Article 18, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/21/Rev.1/Add.4). The General Comment on Article 18 interprets this international rule of law as a guide for peaceful cooperation, respectful competition and resolution of conflicts. Available at Human Rights Bodies: www.ohchr.org.  

Surely one of the best hopes for humankind is to embrace a culture in which religions and other beliefs accept one another, in which wars and violence are not tolerated in the name of an exclusive right to truth, in which children are raised to solve conflicts with mediation, compassion and understanding. 

We welcome ideas on how this can be accomplished; info@tandemproject.com. 

Sincerely,

Michael M. Roan

Executive Director,

The Tandem Project

mroan@tandemproject.com 

The History of Interfaith Dialogue in Norway - a history of dialogue from 1739 up to 1998 and the Oslo Coalition on Freedom of Religion or Belief. www.oslocoalition.org.  

Link to:  Interfaith Dialogue in Norway 1739-1998
HISTORY:  United Nations History – Freedom of Religion or Belief
1. USA Example: Universal Periodic Review & Freedom of Religion or Belief
2. Footnote: Mr. Piet de Klerk, Ambassador At-Large of the Netherlands on Human Rights, 25 year Anniversary of 1981 UN Declaration on Freedom of Religion or Belief, Prague, Czech Republic. 

The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project: info@tandemproject.com. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
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