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UNITED NATIONS, HUMAN RIGHTS,

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Fifth Session U.N. Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review (4-15 May 2009)
UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

The Central African Republic Universal Periodic Review was held by the UN Human Rights Council on Monday 4 May 2009 from 10.00-13.00.  Open this link to access reports for the Central African Republic Universal Periodic Review: National Report; Compilation prepared by OHCHR; Summary prepared by OHCHR; Interactive Dialogue; Comments & Answers; Final Remarks. 
Link: HRC Web Cast 10.00-13.00:  Central African Republic Universal Periodic Review. 

http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=090504
The Web cast archives (above) has 3 minute interactive dialogues with UN Member States. This gives the viewer the option to listen only to countries of interest if the viewer’s time is short. The Universal Periodic Review for this country will be adopted in the Universal Periodic Review sixth session. The UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights posts Adopted Universal Periodic Reviews under Human Rights in the World later in the year.  

FREEDOM OF RELIGION OR BELIEF

The Tandem Project, a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations focus on issues relevant to Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights –Everyone has the right to freedom of religion or belief, and the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief.   

The U.S. State Department 2007 Religious Freedom Report is the source of this information. 
1. Central African Republic - Religious Demography

The country has an area of 242,000 square miles and a population of 4.4 million. According to the 2005 census, Protestants compose 51 percent of the population, Catholics 29 percent, and Muslims 10 percent. The remainder practices traditional beliefs (animism), although many traditional beliefs are also incorporated into Christian and Islamic practice throughout the country.

2. Central African Republic - Legal/Policy Framework
The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and the Government generally permitted adherents of all religious groups to worship without interference. The Constitution prohibits what the Government considers to be religious fundamentalism or intolerance. The constitutional provision prohibiting religious fundamentalism is widely perceived as targeting Muslims; however, it is not supported by any additional legislation.
Religious groups (except for traditional indigenous religious groups) are required by law to register with the Ministry of Interior. Registration is free and confers official recognition and certain limited benefits such as customs duty exemption for the importation of vehicles or equipment. The administrative police of the Ministry of Interior monitored groups that failed to register; however, the police did not attempt to impose any penalty on such groups.
The Government maintained strict legal requirements that restricted registration of new religious groups. The Ministry of Interior requires religious groups to prove they have a minimum of one thousand members and leaders who graduated from what the Government considered high caliber religious schools. However, these requirements did not appear to be enforced during the reporting period. 
The Ministry of Interior may decline to register any religious group it deems offensive to public morale or likely to disturb social peace. Registered religious groups later characterized as subversive may face suspension of their operations. 
The Ministry of Interior may also intervene in religious organizations to resolve internal conflicts about property, finances, or leadership within religious groups.
Witchcraft or sorcery is a criminal offense punishable by execution under the penal code, although most sentences are from 1 to 5 years in prison or a fine of up to $2,000 (830,000 CFA francs). No one accused of witchcraft received the death penalty during the reporting period, but numerous individuals were arrested for these practices, often in conjunction with some other offense, such as murder. Accusations of witchcraft appear unrelated to religious practice and are often associated with personal disputes. The Government reinforces societal attitudes about the efficacy of sorcery by arresting and detaining persons accused of witchcraft, often under the guise of protecting the accused from harm by people within their communities. 
In the past, the Minister of Justice acknowledged that investigations into allegations of sorcery were difficult. Although authorities freed most people imprisoned for witchcraft or sorcery for lack of evidence, detentions were often extensive due to delays in court hearings. In June 2008 the Government continued to detain 22 women accused of witchcraft in Bimbo, the women's prison in Bangui, including 7 who had been convicted and were serving sentences of up to 2 years, and 15 who were still awaiting trial. 
The Government recognizes Easter Monday, Ascension Day, the Monday after Pentecost, All Saints' Day, and Christmas as national holidays. The Government does not observe Islamic holy days; however, Muslims are allowed to take these days off from work. 
Students are not compelled to participate in religious education, and they are free to attend any religious program of their choosing. Although the Government does not explicitly prohibit religious instruction in public schools, such instruction is not part of the public school curriculum, nor is it common. Religious instruction is permitted in private schools. 
The Government grants religious groups 1 day of their choosing each week to make free broadcasts on the official radio station. Outside this regular time, religious groups pay fees for broadcast time, just like nonreligious organizations. 
The Government continued to take positive steps to promote religious freedom, such as organizing interfaith services for the purpose of promoting peace and interfaith dialogue. Although it was previously reported that the Government continued to ban the Unification Church, the Government had lifted the ban in 2001 and the Unification Church operated freely. 
3. Central African Republic - Restrictions on Freedom of Religion or Belief

The Government generally respected religious freedom in practice. There was no change in the status of respect for religious freedom by the Government during the period covered by this report. There were no reports of religious prisoners or detainees in the country.
4. Central African Republic - Societal Abuse and Discrimination
Private actors continued to abuse and discriminate against people accused of witchcraft. Witchcraft is widely understood to encompass attempts to harm others by magic and established means such as poisons. Although many traditional indigenous religious groups accommodate belief in the efficacy of sorcery, accusations of witchcraft generally arose from personal disputes, not from specific religious or cultural practices.
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2008/108359.htm
Links to State Department sites are welcomed. Unless a copyright is indicated, information on the State Department’s main website is in the public domain and may be copied and distributed without permission. Citation of the U.S. State Department as source of the information is appreciated.

______________________________________________________________________________

THE TANDEM PROJECT PROPOSALS 

These proposals may be essential for long-term solutions to conflicts based on religion or belief: 

(1) Develop a model local-national-international integrated approach to human rights and freedom of religion or belief, appropriate to your country, as follow-up to the Universal Periodic Review. (2) Use International Human Rights Standards on Freedom of Religion or Belief as a rule of law for inclusive and genuine dialogue on core values within and among nations, all religions and other beliefs, and for protection against discrimination. (3) Use the standards on freedom of religion or belief in education curricula and places of worship, teaching children, from the very beginning, that their own religion is one out of many and that it is a personal choice for everyone to adhere to the religion or belief by which he or she feels most inspired, or to adhere to no religion or belief at all. 

United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, at the first Alliance of Civilizations Madrid Forum said; “never in our lifetime has there been a more desperate need for constructive and committed dialogue, among individuals, among communities, among cultures, among and between nations.” 

Genuine dialogue on human rights and freedom of religion or belief calls for respectful discourse, discussion of taboos and clarity by persons of diverse beliefs. Inclusive dialogue includes people of theistic, non-theistic and atheistic beliefs, as well as the right not to profess any religion or belief. The warning signs are clear, unless there is genuine dialogue ranging from religious fundamentalism to secular dogmatism; conflicts in the future will probably be even more deadly. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

STANDARDS: http://www.tandemproject.com/program/81_dec.htm
HISTORY: United Nations History – Freedom of Religion or Belief
The Tandem Project is a non-governmental organization (NGO) founded in 1986 to build understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity, and to prevent discrimination in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief. The Tandem Project, a non-profit NGO, has sponsored multiple conferences, curricula, reference materials and programs on Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion - and 1981 United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. 

The Tandem Project is a UN NGO in Special Consultative Status with the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
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